THE  TOMB   OF  HUD   IN  THE  VALLEY   OF   THE   FLOODS

The ceremony concludes with a recitation of four fatihas.1

Except during the pilgrimage the town is deserted, but shortly before
the time it is due to start the Ba 'Abbad Sheikh comes from Al Ghurfa to
repair the road where the seil has washed it away, to repair the houses if
there is any damage and to fill the tanks of water for the mosque.

An account of,these ceremonies of the visitation of Hud is not easily
available, even in the abbreviated form I have given them. They seem to
me to have some interest as showing how high a place the sanctuary holds
in the life and thoughts of the Hadhrami.

With a sense of refreshment we put on our shoes and descended the
broad stairway to the village. At the foot we were met by a gentle-eyed
heifer which gazed at us for a little while and then turning away with a
frisk of its tail departed into a courtyard. Apart from pigeons this heifer
was the only living being we met in the place. The large mosque below
the tomb was empty, the streets deserted, the houses shuttered. But
there was no feeling of decay.

1 The first in honour of Muhammad, Hud and the other apostles and prophets,
the second in honour of the Prophet's family and the Imams, this fatiha then invokes '
the names of the many saints of the Hadhramaut; the third is for guidance, pros^
perky and help, and the fourth and last seems to reach at the greatest needs of tte
Hadhramaut: "May God accept from me and from you and from all the visitors
of this noble prophet the visits that are made in his honour . . . May He briag
together in unity tie Seiyids of the house of 'Akwi, arrange settlement between them,
and cause harmony and unky to reign in their hearts for good. May He raise up
for dais blessed, wadi a just Sultan and bestow on us the desire for co-operation, and
give us His assistance to do good deeds and to refrain from bad ones. . . ."
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